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In Brief . . . 
 

•  OPM Director Springer Visits the Pacific Northwest 

Office of Personnel Management (OPM) Director Linda Springer stopped in 
Seattle on Feb. 21st during a west coast swing to address the Seattle Federal 
Executive Board on personnel issues such as the aging workforce, 
succession planning and career patterns of younger employees. Ron 
Johnson, Executive Director of the Oregon FEB, has forged a strong 
partnership with the Seattle FEB and was invited to join the meeting. 

Springer emphasized that, “. . . the reality today is that the younger workforce 
wants something different, with more flexibility . . . they don’t want to stay put 
for 30 years. We have to be prepared to offer telework, job sharing and 
irregular schedules.” 

She also acknowledged that OPM needs to lead the recruitment and training 
of managers to manage change. “How well are our managers trained to adapt 
to a changing workforce that doesn’t require everyone to be in one location all 
at one time? We’ll need managers who are open to this trend but who can still 
oversee goals that are measurable,” Springer said. “I have to make sure the 
federal government has an effective workforce.” 
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• OFEB Brings Performance & Conduct Training for Managers to Portland

Supervisors, managers and union officials who want to better understand the pra
performance ratings, the employee assistance program and new employee/supe
your calendars for May 11th - 12th, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. The Oregon FEB will w
Kunreuther, the Director for Government Personnel Services, to lead a class on t
federal workplace issues. Location and registration information will be announced
website at www.oregon.feb.gov and watch the April edition of this newsletter for f

• Professional Excellence 2006: “Five Faces of Genius” Creative Thinking

The Oregon FEB’s signature annual training program for all levels of federal emp
Excellence,” returns Wednesday, May 31st, 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. “The Five Fac
creative thought based on invention in the arts and sciences. Consultant Annette
identify your unique thinking style and learn how to apply the skills of creative gen
challenges. Location and registration information will be announced in late March
www.oregon.feb.gov and watch the April edition of this newsletter for further deta

• Oregon FEB Hosting Annual National Federal Executive Board Conferen

The Oregon FEB will host Federal Executive Board Directors and OPM represen
March 14th - 17th at the annual Federal Executive Board Director’s Conference. 
time in Portland, will focus on developing strategic action items for the FEB netwo

The overall theme is “Leading Change.” Experts from the Portland VA Medical Ce
on stress management, noted lecturer and author Dr. Al Seibert will share his ins
change, and organizational development consultant Laurie Lemieux will facilitate
sessions include an account from the New Orleans and Houston Executive Direc
FEBs played in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, and tips from Rita Ramos of t
Conservation Service on how FEBs can make their web sites more compliant wit
on Johnson of the Oregon FEB (left) 
ith Linda Springer, Director of the 
ffice of Personnel Management.
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Ready Report Emergency Preparedness News from the Oregon FEB  

 
This section is devoted to emergency preparedness information that impacts our local federal community.  
We also want to share “best practices” -- what local agencies are doing to better prepare for an emergency.  
You are encouraged to submit your suggestions or articles to Jeff Sargent, at jsargent@pcez.com. 

• Is the Northwest Ready for “The Big One?” 

Excerpts courtesy of Ed Mosey, Bonneville Power Administration, March 3, 2006 

A magnitude 9.0 earthquake whiplashes the Pacific Northwest west of the Cascades with catastrophic results. Will 
the destruction and chaos mimic the aftermath of Katrina? Or will all Northwest vital services be prepared to swing 
into action according to a pre-determined response plan? More than 300 Northwest public officials and 
representatives of business and industry gathered in Bellevue, WA March 1-2 to discuss exactly that.  

The conclusion: We have excellent capabilities and a strong will to cooperate, but now we need to develop specific 
plans in such areas as communications, energy, transportation, water, medical services and housing. Beyond that, 
we need plans to get our economy rolling again as quickly as possible. Steve Hickok, BPA deputy administrator, 
said the region has had fair warning of what can happen in a Katrina-like disaster. In introductory remarks he urged 
the participants to take the next steps after the conference to come up with a unified response plan. 

All conferees agreed that preparing their own employees was a critical need. This means ensuring that emergency 
survival kits and plans are in place at home so key personnel can stay at work for long periods without undue 
concern for their families' welfare. The two-day tabletop exercise, “Cascades III,” was sponsored by the Pacific 
Northwest Economic Region (PNWER). For more information on PNWER, go to www.pnwer.org. 

• State Officials Seek Funds for Emergency Communications 

By Chris Strohm, as released on GovExec.com Today, Mar. 2, 2006 

State emergency response officials urged lawmakers to increase funding and staffing levels at the Homeland 
Security Department's program for ensuring interoperability in public safety communications. The officials said the 
department is not providing enough support to its SAFECOM Program, which was created to make sure state and 
local public-safety personnel can communicate across jurisdictions.  

"Talk is cheap and if this isn't funded ... the next disaster will come and everybody will be throwing up their hands 
and pointing," Robert Drake, mayor of Beaverton, Ore., told the House Homeland Security Emergency 
Preparedness, Science and Technology Subcommittee during a hearing. Drake testified on behalf of the National 
League of Cities. (For complete story, go to GovExec.com). 

• White House: Agencies Remain Unprepared for Disasters 

By Chris Strohm, as released on GovExec.com Today, Feb. 24, 2006 

A White House report released Thursday concluded that federal agencies, and the Homeland Security Department 
in particular, remain unprepared for catastrophes despite the billions of dollars that have been spent on emergency 
management since the 9/11 terrorist attacks. The 228-page report reviewed the preparations for, and response to, 
Hurricane Katrina and the flooding of New Orleans. The review noted problems at every level of government and 
the private sector, and included 125 recommendations for reform. The White House said 11 of the changes need to 
be made before the start of the next hurricane season on June 1.  

"Our current system for homeland security does not provide the necessary framework to manage the challenges 
posed by 21st-century catastrophic threats," the report said. "While we have built a response system that ably 
handles the demands of a typical hurricane season, wildfires, and other limited natural and manmade disasters, the 
system clearly has structural flaws for addressing catastrophic events." (For complete story, go to GovExec.com). 

 
Quick Links  

The Federal Response to Hurricane Katrina: Lessons Learned - 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/02/20060223.html

Homeland Security Institute - weekly e-mail news summary: www.homelandsecurity.org/newsletterSignup.asp

Homeland Defense Journal - newsletter and training courses:  http://homelanddefensejournal.com/hdl/home.asp
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 

March 2006 

3/9, 10:30 am - 12 pm Minority Business Opportunity* 
Location: METRO Building 
 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 

3/13, 12:30 - 4 pm “Six Thinking Hats” Training 
Location:  Green-Wyatt Federal Building  
 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Room G70, Portland, OR 97204 
Cost:   FREE OF CHARGE. Go to www.oregon.feb.gov for more 
info and to register. 

3/14-17, 8 am - 5 pm FEB Executive Director’s Conference
Location: Portland Marriott, Downtown Waterfront  
 1401 SW Naito Pkwy., Portland, OR 97204 

3/22, 12:00 - 1:15 pm  OFEB Operating Committee* 
Location: Green-Wyatt Federal Building  
 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Room 322, Portland, OR 97204 

3/22, 1:30 - 3:00 pm  OFEB Policy Committee* 
Location: Green-Wyatt Federal Building  
 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Room 322, Portland, OR 97204 

3/22-23, 8:30 am FERS Retirement & Estate Planning 
Location:  Green-Wyatt Federal Building  
 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Room G70, Portland, OR 97204 
Cost:   THIS CLASS IS FULL. To register for future classes, go to 
www.oregon.feb.gov. 

3/28, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. “Six Core Competencies” Training
Location:  Green-Wyatt Federal Building  
 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Room G70, Portland, OR 97204 

April 2006 

4/5, 2 - 4 pm Shared Neutrals Committee* 
Location: Robert Duncan Plaza   
 333 SW 1st Ave., 10th Fl., Portland, OR 97204 

4/11-12, 8:30 am CSRS Retirement & Estate Planning 
Location:  Green-Wyatt Federal Building  
 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Room G70, Portland, OR 97204 
Cost:  $100 for federal employees, $40 for non-federal spouses.  
 For registration information, go to www.oregon.feb.gov. 

4/13, 10:30 am - 12 pm Minority Business Opportunity* 
Location: METRO Building 
 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland, OR 97232 

4/17, 5 pm CFC Local Application Deadline 
Location:  Green-Wyatt Federal Building  
 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Room G70, Portland, OR 97204 

4/20, 10 am - 12 pm   Emergency Prep Committee/OICP* 
Location: TBD Portland 

4/25, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. “Six Core Competencies” Training
Location:  Green-Wyatt Federal Building  
 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Room G70, Portland, OR 97204 

*  Details of events in committee sections below. 

 

OFEB COMMITTEE CORNERS 

Policy Committee 
The next Policy Committee meeting will be held on March 
22nd, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. Topics will include new training 
programs, an OFEB Operating Plan and Procedures update, 
and an Executive Forum concept. 
Q?: Ron Johnson, 503-326-2060; Anne Badgley, 503-808-2166 

Operating Committee 
The next meeting will be held March 22nd, 12 - 1:15 p.m. The 
committee continues to put the finishing touches on new OFEB 
Operating Plan and Procedures. 
 
Q?: Bill McNamee, 503-326-6898 

Emergency Preparedness/OICP 
The committee will next meet on Apr. 20th with the Oregon 
Interagency COOP Partnership. The meeting will feature 
training on the Incident Command System. 
 
Q?: Gail Dreckman, 503-230-3778; Les Miller, 503-808-4400 

Combined Federal Campaign 
Applications for local charities to apply for the 2006 Columbia 
River/Willamette Valley CFC can be found at 
www.oregon.feb.gov/cfc. The deadline is 5:00 p.m., April 17th. 
 
Q?: Jeff Sargent, 503-326-3030 

Minority Business Opportunity 
The MBOC’s 2006 MED Week Awards Luncheon and Trade 
Fair will be held on Oct 4th. Dr. Melvin J. Gravely II will be the 
Keynote Speaker. The MBOC continues to move forward 
towards establishing its non-profit status. 
 
Q?: Cinna’Mon Williams, 503-797-1816, Lisa Williams, 503-988-5111 

Shared Neutrals/ADR 
Progress continues with the State of Oregon partnership. A 
winter training session for mediators was held on Feb. 27-28. 
Topics included Strategic Questioning and Appreciative Inquiry. 
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for May 16th. 
 
Q?: Trent Stewart, 503-273-5230; Tamara Moland, 503-808-6344 
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OFEB Policy Committee 

Chair: Anne Badgley, Regional Ecosystem Office  
Vice-Chair: Bill McNamee, DHS, Citizenship & Immigration 

Mike Ash, U.S. Forest Service 
Cathy Callahan, National Labor Relations Board 
Michael Campbell, Bureau of Land Management 
Randy Crockett, Social Security Administration 
Gail Dreckman, Bonneville Power Administration  
Kathy Eaton, Bureau of Land Management 
David Ferguson, DHS, Customs & Border Protection 
Bob Graham, Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Wendy Hull, Federal Highway Administration 
Jerry Lorang, Veterans Affairs Regional Office  
Les Miller, Army Corps of Engineers 
Col. Thomas E. O’Donovan, Army Corps of Engineers 
Lisa Ofenloch, General Services Administration 
Edward Perez, Fed. Energy Regulatory Commission 
Lynda Stelzer, Bonneville Power Administration 

  
 

OFEB Committees & Chairs 

Administrative Services 
 Kathy Eaton, Bureau of Land Mgmt., 503-808-6092 

Lynda Stelzer, Bonneville Power Adm., 503-230-4966 

Combined Federal Campaign 
 Wendy Hull, Federal Highway Admin., 360-619-7930 

Emergency Preparedness 
Gail Dreckman, Bonneville Power Adm., 503-230-3778 

Les Miller, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 503-808-4400 

Minority Business Opportunity Committee 
Lisa Williams, Multnomah County, 503-988-5111 

Cinna’Mon Williams, METRO, 503-797-1816 

Public Affairs 
 Michael Campbell, BLM, 503-808-6031 

Shared Neutrals/Alternative Dispute Resolution 
 Trent Stewart, VA Medical Center, 503-273-5230 

  

Links Links 

Emergency Prep Info - www.prepareoregon.org/oregon.htmlEmergency Prep Info - www.prepareoregon.org/oregon.html 
Fed Employees Health Benefits - www.opm.gov/insure/health/ 
Federal Executive Boards - www.feb.gov 
Federal Jobs - www.usajobs.opm.gov
Federal Long Term Care Insurance -  www.ltcfeds.com  
Federal Register - www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/  
 

Federal Thrift Savings Plan - www.tsp.gov 
Flexible Spending Accounts -  www.fsafeds.com/fsafeds/   
FirstGov (links to federal agencies) www.firstgov.org   
Office of Mgmt. & Budget - www.omb.gov  
President’s Mgmt. Agenda - www.whitehouse.gov/results/agenda
SBA’s SCORE Program - www.scorepdx.org/brc.htm 
  

Air Force Reserve 939th ARW -  www.afrc.af.mil/939ARW 
Army Corps of Engineers, NW Div. - www.nwd.usace.army.mil 
Army Corps of Engineers, Portland - www.nwp.usace.army.mil 
Bonneville Power Administration - www.bpa.gov 
Bureau of Land Management - www.or.blm.gov 
Bureau of Reclamation - www.usbr.gov/pn 
Coast Guard - www.uscg.mil/d13/default.htm 
Dept. of Energy, Albany Research - www.alrc.doe.gov 
Department of Homeland Security - www.dhs.gov 
Dept. of Housing & Urban Dev. - www.hud.gov 
Department of Justice - www.usdoj.gov 
Department of Veterans Affairs - www.va.gov 
Environmental Protection Agency - www.epa.gov/region10 
Federal Bureau of Investigation - www.fbi.gov 
Federal Energy Regulatory Comm. - www.ferc.gov 
Fish & Wildlife Service - pacific.fws.gov  
Food & Drug Administration - www.fda.gov

Forest Service - www.fs.fed.us  
General Services Admin. - www.gsa.gov  
Indian Health Service - www.ihs.gov  
Internal Revenue Service - www.irs.ustreas.gov  
Nat’l Agricultural Statistics Service - www.nass.usda.gov/or  
National Labor Relations Board - www.nlrb.gov  
Natural Resources Conserv. Svc. - www.or.nrcs.usda.gov  
Oregon Military Dept. - www.oregon.gov/OMD  
Rural Development - www.rurdev.usda.gov   
Social Security Administration - www.ssa.gov  
Small Business Administration - www.sba.gov/or    
Transportation Security Admin. - www.tsa.gov   
U.S. Geological Survey – www.usgs.gov  
USGS, Cascade Volcanoes - http://vulcan.wr.usgs.gov  
U.S. Office of Personnel Management - www.opm.gov   
U.S. Postal Service - www.usps.gov  
VA Medical Center -  www.va.gov/portland  

 

OFEB Staff 
Ron Johnson, Executive Director:  
rjohnson@pcez.com, 503-326-2060 

Jeff Sargent, Management Analyst:   
jsargent@pcez.com, 503-326-3030 

1220 SW Third Ave., Suite 1776, Portland, Oregon 97204  
Ph: 503-326-2060  Fax: 503-326-2070 

www.oregon.feb.gov
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